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time and place for the hearing, and the
issues which will be considered. A copy
of the notice shall be published in the
FEDERAL REGISTER.

§ 99.12 Time of hearing.
The hearing shall be scheduled not

less than 30 days nor more than 90 days
after the date of the notice of the hear-
ing furnished to the applicant or
Grantee, unless otherwise agreed to, in
writing, by the parties.

§ 99.13 Place.
The hearing shall be held in the city

in which the regional office of the De-
partment responsible for oversight of
the Grantee is located or in such other
place as the Assistant Secretary deter-
mines, considering both the cir-
cumstances of the case and the conven-
ience and necessity of the parties or
their representatives.

§ 99.14 Issues at hearing.
(a) The Assistant Secretary may,

prior to a hearing under § 98.91 of this
part, notify the Grantee in writing of
additional issues which will be consid-
ered at the hearing. Such notice shall
be published in the FEDERAL REGISTER.
If such notice is received by the Grant-
ee less than 20 days before the date of
the hearing, a postponement of the
hearing shall be granted at the request
of the Grantee or any other party. The
hearing shall be held on a date 20 days
after such notice was received, or on
such later date as agreed to by the As-
sistant Secretary.

(b) If, as a result of negotiations be-
tween the Department and the Grant-
ee, the submittal of a Plan amendment,
a change in the Grantee program, or
other action by the Grantee, any issue
is resolved in whole or in part, but new
or modified issues are presented, as
specified by the Assistant Secretary,
the hearing shall proceed on such new
or modified issues. A notice of such
new or modified issues shall be pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER. If
such notice is received by the Grantee
less than 20 days before the date of the
hearing, a postponement of the hearing
shall be granted at the request of the
Grantee or any other party. The hear-
ing shall be held on a date 20 days after
such notice was received, or on such

later date as agreed to by the Assistant
Secretary.

(c)(1) If, at any time, the Assistant
Secretary finds that the Grantee has
come into compliance with Federal
statutes and regulations on any issue,
in whole or in part, the Assistant Sec-
retary shall remove such issue from
the proceedings, in whole or in part, as
may be appropriate. If all issues are re-
moved, the Assistant Secretary shall
terminate the hearing.

(2) Prior to the removal of any issue
from the hearing, in whole or in part,
the Assistant Secretary shall provide
all parties other than the Department
and the Grantee (see § 99.15(b)) with
written notice of the intention, and the
reasons for it. Such notice shall in-
clude a copy of the proposed Block
Grant Plan provision on which the
Grantee and Assistant Secretary have
settled. The parties shall have 15 days
from the receipt of such notice to file
their views or any information on the
merits of the proposed Plan provision
and the merits of the Assistant Sec-
retary’s reasons for removing the issue
from the hearing.

(d) The issues considered at the hear-
ing shall be limited to those issues of
which the Grantee is notified, as pro-
vided in paragraph (a) of this section,
and new or modified issues described in
paragraph (b) of this section; they shall
not include issues or parts of issues re-
moved from the proceedings pursuant
to paragraph (c) of this section.

§ 99.15 Request to participate in hear-
ing.

(a) The Department and the Grantee
are parties to the hearing without
making a specific request to partici-
pate.

(b)(1) Other individuals or groups
may be recognized as parties, if the is-
sues to be considered at the hearing
have directly caused them injury and
their interest is immediately within
the zone of interests to be protected by
the governing Federal statute and reg-
ulations.

(2) Any individual or group wishing
to participate as a party shall file a pe-
tition with the presiding officer within
15 days after notice of the hearing has
been published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER and shall serve a copy on each
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